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Band Director:
  Angela Polito

School Phone Number:  850-494-7140

Band Room Extension # 256

School Address:     150 E. Burgess Road, Pensacola, FL  32503

Website:  www.woodhammiddle.com 
(Connect - Band)

Email:  APolito@escambia.k12.fl.us
“Music has a power of forming the character, and should therefore be introduced into the education of the young.” – Aristotle

Welcome to the Woodham Middle School Band!


This handbook explains the band’s policies.  It is to be kept either at home or in the student’s band folder.  An information and acknowledgement form is in the back of the handbook and needs to be completed, signed, and turned in immediately.  Policies are subject to change, but parents and students will be given notice.  Please contact Ms. Polito either by phone or email if there are any questions or concerns.

Objectives of the Band Program
· To teach music by its actual performance

· To develop performance skills on the various wind and percussion instruments

· To provide for the musical needs of the school and the community

· To acquaint the students with music theory/history and how history and musical composition relate to students’ lives and musical experiences

· To provide all students a means for self-expression and a healthy social experience

· To develop the ability to function as a responsible member of a group, enhance interaction, and develop team spirit

Did you know?

1. Music training enhances skills needed for math and science.

2. Music students out-perform non-music students in achievement tests.

3. Students in band attend college at a rate twice the national average.

4. Students who are involved in performance groups are less likely to drop out of school.

5. One in three of today’s school aged-children will hold an arts-related job at sometime in his or her career.

6. Preparation in the arts will be valuable to college entrants whatever their intended field of study.

7. Music increases focus and concentration, enhances the ability to respond verbally and behaviorally, improves the ability to respond to questions, and results in better social interaction.

8. Being a member of the band helps to build self-confidence, develop an understanding of being a contributing member of an organization, and helps foster leadership skills.
Code of Conduct

All band students are responsible for the reading of an adherence to the ESCAMBIA COUNTY STUDENT’S RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES handbook as well as following Woodham Middle School Pillars of Excellence.    Here are some general rules about conduct in the Band Room and when representing WMS as a member of the band:

1. Come to class prepared.
2. Keep candy, food, gum, and drinks out of the band room.
3. Respect other people, their belongings, and the teacher.
4. Raise your hand for permission to speak or to leave your assigned seat.
5. Be on time to all rehearsals and performances
6. Upon entering the rehearsal setting, get your instrument, and go directly to your seat.
7. Running and horseplay is prohibited in the band room.
8. Instruments must not be played at inappropriate times.
9. At the end of rehearsal, put all materials in their proper place.
10. Always try your best!
General Calendar of Events
This calendar is subject to change.  Expect an updated Calendar of Events to be sent home when dates have been finalized.  
September

Jazz Band Interest Meeting & Rehearsals


Pep Band Interest Meeting & Rehearsals

All-State Auditions


Basketball Games (September – November)



Pep Band will start meeting before basketball game season 
starts in order to rehearse.

October

Pep Band at Middle School Band Night at Pine Forest High School

November


November 15 – All-County Band Auditions at Bellview Middle 





School – Woodwinds


November 16 – All-County Band Auditions at Bellview Middle 





School – Brass & Percussion

December


December 9 – HOLIDAY CONCERT at 6:30 p.m. in gym.  Call time is 6:00 p.m.

December 10 – Holiday Concert for School (during school hours)

January


January

All County Band Rehearsals


January 25

All County Band Concert

February


Solo & Ensemble

March


Music Performance Assessment

April

May


May 26 – SPRING CONCERT at 6:30 p.m. in gym.  Call time is 6:00 p.m.

May 27- Spring Concert for School (during school hours)

June


All school owned instruments must be checked back in
If the student is involved with other extra-curricular activities, please make arrangements with their coaches or instructors ahead of time.  Band performances should be made a priority!

Band Curriculum
Symphonic Band 

&

Advanced Percussion Class

The Symphonic Band and Advanced Percussion Class are full year classes that are open to students in 7th and 8th grade that have at least one year of previous instruction.  Students are expected to practice at least thirty minutes everyday at home or at after school practice.  Private study is encouraged, but not required.  Membership is at the discretion of the director and school administration.

Beginning Band

The Beginning Band is a full year class and is a pre-requisite for the Symphonic Band and Advanced Percussion classes.  Students are expected to practice at least thirty minutes everyday at home or at after school practice.  Private study is encouraged, but not required.  Membership is at the discretion of the director and school administration.

Jazz Band

The Jazz Band is a small ensemble that will focus on playing music from the 1920s to the present.  Students who have played their instrument for at least one year are eligible to join.  Students who are interested are required to meet 8:00 a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays. More information will be sent home at the Jazz Band interest meeting (time will be announced in class).
Pep Band

The Pep Band will perform at Thursday night basketball games at Woodham Middle School.  Students who have played their instrument for at least one year are eligible to join.  Students who are interested will be required to meet at 4:00 p.m. on Thursdays to rehearse.  More information will be sent home at the pep band interest meeting (time will be announced in class).

Grading Policy

Assessments (Fridays)






50%

Pass-Offs:
Students will be required to play assigned music lines or scales for the band director. The student must strive for perfection in their performance, so practicing at home is vital for their success.  Mistakes include wrong notes, wrong rhythms, and/or poor technique.  Rubrics will be provided.  The pass-off system will also determine the student’s chair placement (e.g. 1st chair, 2nd chair, etc.). 

Written Tests:  Students will take 2 written tests each 9 weeks that will cover music theory and history.

Assignments








25%

Students will be required to complete worksheets, compositions, listening journals, notebook checks, and other assignments throughout the course of the 9 weeks.

Daily Grade








25%

Materials:
Students must have all materials in order to receive a 100 for the day.  Materials include their instrument, method book, 1 inch black binder, sheet music, agenda, and a pencil.  (Pencils may be provided in class, but must be on their stand before materials are checked in order receive credit)
Participation:  Students must participate in every activity during the class.  Activities will include playing their instrument in a group and alone, written work, and listening.
Re-Do Policy


If a student makes a grade lower than a 75 on an assignment or test, he or she is required to sign up to re-do the assignment or test.  Students may not make-up the assignment or test later than the following Wednesday.  Some make-up assignments may be worked on at home or during after school practice.  Make up tests must be done by Wednesday afternoons at 5:30 p.m.  The student may schedule for a “during class” or “after school” re-do.  The highest test or assignment grade will be used.  Parents will be notified if a student is required to re-do work.  Students who choose not to make up an assignment or test must sign an accountability form for noncompliance.

Academic Expectations/Eligibility


In order to participate in the Music Performance Assessment concert, “…the student must have attained a 2.0 GPA and have passed at least 5 courses during the previous marking period.” [FLORIDA BANDMASTERS ASSOCIATION handbook]

Concerts


Concerts and other performances are an important part of band.  Class rehearsals are geared towards performances and complete the band experience for both students and parents.  All parents and students should make it a priority to be at scheduled concerts on time.  All band students will perform in a minimum of two school concerts per year.  If a student is unable to attend the concert because of an emergency, call or email the band director immediately!


UNIFORMS:  Students must be in uniform in order to perform in a concert.  Students not in uniform will not be able to perform!  The uniform includes the band shirt, khaki pants, black socks, and black dress shoes.  Sneakers are not allowed.  Band shirts will be on sale in September.  More information will be sent home.
After School Practice Policy

The band room will be open for independent practice sessions Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons.  Thursdays will be reserved for special rehearsals.  Parents must make arrangements to have their child picked up no later than 5:30 p.m.  If after two times parents are late picking up their child, the child will lose after school practice privileges.  The band Code of Conduct applies at ALL times.
Instrument Switching

Students will stay on the instrument they are currently signed up for.  Students will not be given permission to switch to another instrument.  If an instrument slot becomes available, the band director will announce it and students will have the opportunity to sign up and audition to be moved over.  Parents must also give permission for the student to switch over.

School Owned Instrument Rentals

Parents are encouraged to rent or purchase an instrument for their child through local music stores.  However, for larger instruments, such as Tuba & Baritone, there is a $50.00 non-refundable rental fee for each school owned instrument that is checked out to the student.  Other instruments are available but are limited, and are on a first come basis.  The parents are financially responsible for any damage caused by the student.  Mouthpieces (for brass) and reeds (clarinet/saxophone), are not included with school-owned instruments.
Instrument Repair Policy

Students and parents are responsible for bringing their instrument to the store location from which they purchased the instrument for repairs.  Parents are responsible for paying for any damage caused by the student.  The student is responsible for bringing a quote from the instrument repair store to give to the band director.  The band director is able to do minor repairs, but they will be done after school, not during the class period.
Use of the Band Facility

All Band Code of Conduct Rules apply to each room in the band facility!

Band Room

The use of band facilities, before, after, and during school is a privilege.  Students who abuse the facility will be disciplined accordingly.

Band Locker Room

Each band student will be issued a band locker to hold only their band instrument, method book, band folder, and pencil.  Students will drop off their instruments each morning after they get off the bus and BEFORE they go to breakfast.  Students will be given 2 minutes before the last bell at the end of the day in order to pick up their instruments before getting on the bus to go home.  Students must have a combination lock.  A copy of the combination must be provided to the director before students may begin to use them.  Unknown combinations will result in removal of the lock.  Only band and guitar students are allowed in the Band Locker Room.  No percussion students!  Failure to follow locker room rules will result in a parent phone call, then loss of locker room privileges. 
Library, Band Office, and Phone

The library is private and is to be used only by the band director.  The band office is not to be entered by any student without permission from the band director.  Ask permission before using the phone.

Percussion Equipment Room

Only percussion students are allowed in the percussion equipment room.

Piano Lab

Only piano lab students are allowed in the piano lab room.

Instrument Supplies

ALL students are required to have a 1inch BLACK binder, notebook paper, agenda, and a pencil!  Beginning band students are expected to have the Essential Elements Book One for their instrument.

Brass players will be expected to have their instrument in working condition, valve or slide oil, mouthpiece, mouthpiece brush, and tuning slide grease on hand at all times.  If the mouthpiece is stuck, there is a mouthpiece puller available in the band office if needed.  Do not use pliers to remove it!
Woodwind Players.   Saxophones & Clarinets must have 4 reeds in great condition at all times, a reed guard, a mouth pad, cleaning swab, and cork grease.  Saxophones must have a neck strap.  Reeds will be available for purchase before or after school and not during class.  Flute players must have a tuning rod and cleaning swab.  
Percussion Players.  Beginning percussion students must have their bell kits and mallets everyday the first semester.  Students should not start bringing drumsticks and/or practice pads until given notice by the band director.  Advanced percussion students must have a pair of drumsticks (SD1) and a pair of medium yarn mallets with them everyday!
Merit System
Sometimes students go above and beyond our expectations!  They will be rewarded with prizes at the end of the year based on how many points they receive. 

MERITS






Points



After School Practice





2

Private lessons






2 per lesson


*Private Lesson Form must be initialed 


by the private teacher each lesson

All County Band Audition




10

All State Band Audition




15

All County Band Member




20

All State Band Member




25

Solo and Ensemble Participation



5 points per event

Jazz Band






2 per rehearsal








5 per performance
Pep Band






2 per rehearsal








5 per performance
Outside Clinics





5 per clinic

WMS Concert Performance




10
Fine Arts Performance Participation (Community)

2 points per event


*Please provide proof (e.g. Written letter or 

email by director of performance, program 

with student’s name, video, etc.)

Fine Arts Performance Attendance



2 points per event


*Please provide a program of the event 

for evidence
Other







Discretion of director
Students will be able to earn merit points in class as well!  They will be issued as tickets and will be tallied in their total score.  Tickets will be drawn like a lottery for mini-prizes each Friday.

Demerits
Talking without permission




-5

Unexcused tardiness to class




-5

Running or Horseplay in Band Facility


-5

Touching an instrument that is not their own


-5
Entering a restricted room without permission

-5


Band office, Band Library, Piano Lab


Percussion Equipment Room
Missing Materials/No Instrument



-10
Gum, Candy, or Other Food in Band Facility


-10
Losing more than 50 merit points in a week will result in a parent phone call.
Student & Parent Information

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Student Number:__________________


Birthday:____________________
Home Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Instrument:_______________________


Serial #_____________________
Manufacturer: ____________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s):______________________________________________________
Relationship to Child:_________________________________________________________
Phone Number:  Home - ___________________________________________



Work - _______________________________________




Cell - ________________________________________




Best Time to Call: ______________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________
The parent/guardian is best contacted by what method?

_____Letter Sent Home with Child
_____Letter Sent Home via Mail _____Phone Call


____Email



_____Other (Specify)_________________________________

Parent Comments About Student:__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Sign Contract of Mutual Consent on back)

Band Director Use Only: (do not fill out)

Locker #:_____________


Combination Lock:_________________

SO?:_________________


Serial #:__________________________

Contract of Mutual Consent
I, the undersigned student, accept membership in the Woodham Middle School Band and understand I am responsible for all policies set forth in the band handbook.  I fully agree to carry out my responsibilities to the very best of my ability.

______________________________

____________________

Student Signature




Date

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, have read and understand the policies as set forth in the band handbook, I also grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the Woodham Middle School Band.
______________________________

______________________

Parent Signature





Date

